
Rote Songs Procedure 
Based on  JRI Instrumental Series 

 
1. Perform the song in a comfortable singing range. 
2. Establish tonality.  
3. Perform the song one or more times without accompaniment before asking the students to 

sing the song. 
4. Ask students to move their bodies to MB and/or mb while singing the song they are learning. 
5. Ask students at any time to sing only the Resting Tone. 
6. Teach the songs first without words, substituting instead the appropriate style(s) of 

articulation or some other neutral syllable. 
• Doo, doo, doo, doo, for legato. 
• Too, too, too, too, for detached/staccato. 

7. Become familiar with the words for each song for purposes of style, articulation, and 
phrasing. 

8. Teach the words by chanting them in the melodic rhythm of the song when the students have 
learned the song with a neutral syllable. 

9. Ask the students to “repeat after me” as you sing the song in phrases, if necessary. 
10. Ask the students to “repeat after me” as you chant only the words to the song in phrases. 
11. If students make an error start at the beginning of the phrase where the error occurred, rather 

than at the beginning of the song. 
12. Avoid playing an accompaniment as students are learning the song. 
13. Use an harmonic accompaniment (without melody) only after the students have learned the 

song. 
14. Review the song at times substituting appropriate styles of articulation (“doo, doo, doo, doo 

or too, too, too, too”) for the words. 
15. Ask students to finger along on their instrument while singing the appropriate style(s) of 

articulation. 
16. Sing FOR the students, rather than WITH the students, but rather listen to them when they 

sing. 
17. Perform in relative tonalities when performing a major and a harmonic-minor song on the 

same day. 
18. Do not sing an entire song using tonal syllables, rhythm syllables, numbers, or any other 

system of verbal association. 
19. Teach the bass line when students have learned the melody.  At times, teach the bass line 

before you teach the melody. 
20.  Teach students to audiate the bass line of the harmonic progression of the song they are to 

learn.  Teach students to sing the bass line on a neutral syllable as you sing the melody. 
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